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mother, co-worker, employer, or fellow 
church member. She was extraordinary 
because she excelled in each of these 
roles. She was a woman for all seasons. 

Ann Wilson was born in 1965 in the 
Bronx of Irish stock, the daughter of 
Thomas and Francis Kilcourse. She 
graduated from St. John the Baptist 
High School in West Islip, New York, 
and earned a degree in political science 
from the Catholic University of Amer-
ica. She worked in New York City be-
fore moving to Johnstown, the home-
town of her husband, Bill. 

In the mountains of western Pennsyl-
vania, this daughter of the Bronx be-
came an adopted daughter of Johns-
town, and she has thrived there. She 
brought into the world three beautiful 
children: Katie, Billy, and Clara, whom 
she and Bill loved dearly. And while 
she was raising her family, Ann pur-
sued her professional calling with ex-
cellence and determination as the mar-
keting director of The Gleason Agency. 

Her energy was incomparable. The 
energy of her professional work could 
also be seen in her commitment to pub-
lic service. In 2005, Ann made her first 
attempt at public office and won a 4- 
year term on the Johnstown City Coun-
cil. She took the oath of office in Janu-
ary 2006 and was the first Republican 
woman elected to the council. Notably, 
Ann was the top vote-getter on the 
ticket, beating out seven incumbents. 
In a city where Democrats outnumber 
Republicans 7–3, she was the top vote- 
getter, demonstrating her broad bipar-
tisan appeal. 
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She was reelected in 2009 and ap-
pointed deputy mayor of Johnstown in 
January of 2010. She also served as ex-
ecutive director and later chairman of 
the Cambria County Republican Com-
mittee. In 2012, Governor Tom Corbett 
appointed her to the Pennsylvania 
Commission for Women, and she was 
elected as a delegate to the 2012 Repub-
lican National Convention. 

While her energy and professional ac-
complishments were remarkable, the 
two things that mattered most to her 
were her family and her church. Mrs. 
Wilson lived for her husband and chil-
dren, and she rarely missed a sporting 
or school event that involved the kids. 
She loved family time and family vaca-
tions, and she was deeply committed to 
her Catholic faith. She was also a 
strong advocate for the right to life 
and compassion for all. 

In a world and time given to cyni-
cism and doubt, Ann Wilson stands out 
in stark contrast. She is a role model 
for excellence in family life, profes-
sional work, and community engage-
ment. Indeed, she was full of passion 
for the things of life that really 
mattered. 

It is a privilege to stand here today 
to remember Mrs. Ann Wilson of 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. Her family’s 
and Johnstown’s loss is Heaven’s gain. 
May she rest in peace and may her 
family be comforted in their loss. She 

will be missed not only by her husband 
and children, but by her community. 
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PROJECT EXILE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
talk around town is the paranoid gun 
control crowd that want more gun re-
strictions and more government con-
trol over guns. 

If they had their way, some of them 
would actually outlaw the Second 
Amendment, and the result would be 
that the people would have no guns. 
The only ones that would have guns 
would be the government and, of 
course, criminals who ignore gun laws. 
I call it the ‘‘Mexico model.’’ 

Guns are outlawed in Mexico. The 
citizens cannot possess guns. There is 
no Second Amendment and so the gov-
ernment has guns and criminals have 
guns. Some of those criminals have 
guns thanks in part to the United 
States Government sending 2,000 as-
sault weapons to them in Fast and Fu-
rious. But that’s another story. 

U.S. cities are moving toward the 
Mexico model. Chicago and Wash-
ington, D.C., have laws that make it 
very difficult for a citizen to exercise 
the Second Amendment. These cities 
make it difficult to even own a fire-
arm. But all three places—Mexico, Chi-
cago, Washington, D.C.—all have a rep-
utation of being violent, unsafe places. 
Why? Because they are. 

If D.C. was so safe, why are govern-
ment guards everywhere in the city? 
Even here in this Capitol building, 
there are armed guards on the roof, at 
the doors, at the back doors, at the 
doors over to the east and to the west. 
It’s hypocritical of the gun control 
crowd in this Chamber to say ‘‘more 
guns for me, but not for thee.’’ 

If these cities were safe, gun control 
laws would work, but they don’t work. 
But there is a Federal law that the city 
of Richmond, Virginia, took advantage 
of, and it goes back to 1997. Richmond, 
Virginia, was one of the top five U.S. 
cities with the highest per capita mur-
der rate in the United States. So the 
city used a Federal law to help them 
control the crime problem. Project 
Exile is the name. The local and State 
government voluntarily cooperated 
with the United States Attorney’s Of-
fice in gun prosecutions. 

Here’s how it works: if a local or 
State law enforcement official arrested 
some criminal for a felony offense but 
the person also had a gun, the State of-
ficial could voluntarily transfer the 
case to Federal court because in Fed-
eral court the person could be pros-
ecuted by the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
and get an additional 5 years in the 
Federal penitentiary because the 
criminal, the drug dealer, had a fire-
arm in their possession. 

It’s a simple plan that worked quite 
well. In fact, it worked so well that in 
the first year Richmond, Virginia’s 

homicide rate was down 33 percent. By 
1999, homicides in Richmond, Virginia, 
were down 97 percent—all because the 
criminal was prosecuted for unlawfully 
possessing a firearm and the govern-
ment put their resources where they 
should: prosecuting criminals that use 
guns in the commission of their of-
fense. 

The law held the criminal account-
able and exiled him out of the commu-
nity. That’s where the phrase ‘‘Project 
Exile’’ comes from. He was exiled from 
the community to the Federal peniten-
tiary where other criminals were. 

Lock the gun-toting crooks up and 
send them away. What a novel idea: a 
law that’s already on the books. Maybe 
violent cities like Chicago and Wash-
ington, D.C., should look at Project 
Exile and hold criminals accountable 
for the violence that they commit and 
not be misguided by some who con-
tinue to assault the Second Amend-
ment and not punish criminals. 

Maybe our system should focus on 
the person who commits the crime 
with the weapon as opposed to trying 
to punish really good folks that own 
firearms and exercise their right under 
the Second Amendment to bear arms. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 16 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

In this Chamber, where the people’s 
House gathers, we pause to offer You 
gratitude for the gift of this good land 
on which we live and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. Continue to 
inspire the American people, that 
through the difficulties of these days, 
we might keep liberty and justice alive 
in our Nation and in the world. 

Grant an extra measure of wisdom 
and perseverance to the Members of 
this House, that the difficulties facing 
our Nation might be addressed to the 
benefit of all. 

Give to us and all people a vivid 
sense of Your presence, that we may 
learn to understand each other, to re-
spect each other, to work with each 
other, to live with each other, and to 
do good to each other. So shall we 
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